


o 16’ section of fence (two 8’ panels) located at the northern 1/3 of the west elevation of the fence 
serves as a gate from the rear yard to the open area directly west of the lot. 

 
STAFF OBSERVATIONS & RESEARCH 

• The violation was reported to HDC staff on October 28, 2019 and the Buildings, Safety Engineering & 
Environmental Department (BSEED) issued a Violation Notice on November 5, 2019 with compliance 
required by November 30, 2019. 

• The applicant contacted HDC staff prior to November 30, 2019 to understand what was required to resolve 
the violation. The applicant submitted the required documentation in January 2020. 

• The new fence is highly visible from the right-of-way. 
 
ISSUES 

• The 8’ height of the new fence does not meet the Commission’s Fence & Hedge Guidelines as an 
allowable height at side lot lines. Additionally, not all of the fencing found on the property was replaced, 
only a portion of it. The remaining fence along the east lot line is black wrought iron, a short portion of 
chain link fence extends perpendicular to the new fence at the south elevation -- past the front face of the 
house, and a small section of 8’ tall wood fence exists adjacent to the driveway west of the house. See 
submitted diagram for locations and fence types. Note that the portion of the chain link fence that exists 
perpendicular to the new wood fence at the front yard (past the front face of the house) is not represented 
in the diagram. There are currently 3 types of fencing material on the lot which does not meet the 
Commission’s Fence & Hedge Guidelines which state, “A single lot shall contain no more than two types 
of fencing material.” 

• The fence is currently unpainted wood. The application does not include any information regarding 
proposed finish for the fence. 

• It is staff’s opinion that the lattice portion of the new fence detracts from the historic character of the 
property and is therefore not considered appropriate. 
 

RECOMMENDATION  
It is staff’s opinion that the work, as proposed, and with the staff conditions proposed below, retains and preserves the 
historic character of the building, its site, and setting. Staff therefore recommends that the Commission issue a 
Certificate of Appropriateness as the proposed work meets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, 
especially: 
 
#9) New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic materials that 
characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old and shall be compatible with the 
massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the historic integrity of the property and its environment. 
 
#10) New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a manner that if removed 
in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be unimpaired. 
 
However, staff recommends that the Commission issue this Certificate of Appropriateness with the following 
conditions: 

• The lattice portion located at the top of the fence be removed. 
• The fence be stained or painted to complement the house. 
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